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Ethnic Genocide during the Cultural Revolution in
Ethnic Genocide during the Cultural Revolution

in Inner Mongolia
Yang Haiying
Abstract

This paper focuses on the "ethnic genocide against the Inner Mongols" that broke out
in Inner Mongolia during the Great Chinese Cultural Revolution that took place between the
autumn of 1968 and the early spring of 1970. An analysis is made from the perspective of
ethnic genocide. The Chinese Cultural Revolution was initiated by the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) in 1966.

In order to achieve its ideal, that is, the "extinction of ethnic groups," the CCP exercised
violence, in which it was highly skilled. A typical example was the genocide committed in
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region (IMAR) against members of the Inner Mongolia
People's Party (IMPP) and other organizations whose members were primarily Mongols.
The Chinese establishment described that incident as a "movement to identify and purge
away (wasu) the members of the IMPP."

The political landscape of Inner Mongolia was completely overturned in 1966. That year,
Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Central Committee of the CCP, suddenly accused the IMPP
headed by Ulaanhu of persistently refusing to dissolve since 1947, and that it continued an
underground "political movement aiming at dividing China, the motherland.” With that
accusation, the genocide against Mongols started, with the aim of rooting out the
Mongolian elites. The Han (Chinese) military man Teng Haiging widened the Cultural
Revolution's attack on the previous autonomy policy, an attack which turned into a
genocidal campaign. A conservative estimate by the Chinese government states that
27,900 Mongols lost their lives. An independent study reports, however, that a further

50,000 Mongols were victims of the Revolution. On May 22, 1969, Mao criticized excessive
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persecutions in general terms, and in December, Teng was dismissed and Inner Mongolia
was made to receive a new Han (Chinese) military man. Only in April 1978 was the "Purge
of IMPP" officially acknowledged to have been fabricated, but none of the top leaders
responsible was punished. Today, the Chinese government only mentions the following
statement formally: "It was only a fight among the Mongols themselves."

The genocide against the Mongols suspected as IMAR members was triggered mostly
by the confrontation between two forces: one for the unification of a nation-state and the
other opposed to it. That incident reveals the autocratic and violent nature of the policies

implemented by the socialist government of China upon the ethnic minorities.

Keywords: Genocide, Cultural Revolution, Inner Mongolia, Inner Mongolia People's Party
(IMPP)



